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CHEMICAL SNAKES


Equipment

Measuring cylinder (500mL or larger)

Polythene sheet and newspaper 

100 volume (30%) hydrogen peroxide 

Detergent

Food colouring (optional)

Solid Potassium Iodide (powder rather than granular is best)

Splint

· Place a large measuring cylinder on a 1m x 1m sheet of polythene (to protect the bench surface).  Use plenty of newspaper to catch excess foam.

· Place about 25 mL of hydrogen peroxide in the measuring cylinder.

· Add 1 teaspoon of detergent.

· Add 5 drops of food colouring.

· Add about 
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 - 1 teaspoon of solid potassium iodide which will catalyse the decomposition of the hydrogen peroxide.  

· Put a glowing splint into the foam: it will relight

· DO NOT touch the foam given off as it will contain iodine and hydrogen peroxide.

· Carefully wash the foam down the sink with water.
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100 volume hydrogen peroxide is dangerous on skin or clothing.  Wear plastic gloves and eye protection.
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